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ANNCR: 

ONE OF THE ISSUES WHICH MAY BE IMPEDING CONTINUED PROGRESS 
IN THE NEGOTIATION OF A PEACE TREATY BETWEEN EGYPT AND ISRAEL IS 
THE FUTURE STATUS OF THE GAZA STRIP. AL POTASHNICK 
SENOS THIS BACKGROUND REPORT ON THAT TERRITORY, 

VOICE: 

THE GAZA STRIP IS A SECTION OF THE MEDITERRANEAN COAST LINE 
BEGINNING ABOUT FIFTY KILOMETERS SOUTH OF TEL AVIV AND EXTENDING 
SOME FORTY KILOMETERS SOUTHWARD UP TO THE INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY 
WITH SINAI, IT VARIES IN WIDTH FROM ABOUT FIVE KILOMETERS AT ITS 
NARROWEST POENT TO ABOUT TWELVE KILOMETERS AT ITS WIDEST POINT. 
IT HAS A HIGH CONCENTRATION OF POPULATION. ABOUT FOUR HUNDRED 
THOUSAND PEOPLE LIVE WITHIN ITS AREA OF SOME THREE HUNDRED SIXTY 
THREE SQUARE KILOMETERS. ABOUT ONE THIRD OF THEM, APPROXIMATELY 
ONE HUNDRED EIGHTEEN THOUSAND PEOPLE, LIVE IN THE CITY OF GAZA 
WHICH IS MENTIONED IN THE BIBLE AS THE PHILISTINE TOWN WHERE 
BLIND SAMSON PULLED DOWN THE CENTRAL PILLARS OF THE PAGAN TEMPLE 
OF DAGON AND PERISHED ALONG WITH HIS PHILISTINE TORMENTORS. 

THERE ARE A NUMBER OF OTHER TOWNS AND VILLAGES IN THE GAZA 
STRIP. MOST OF THE RESIDENTS OF THE AREA ARE PALESTINIAN ARAB 
REFUGEES WHO CAME TO LIVE THERE BACK IN NINETEEN FORTY EIGHT 
AND NINETEEN FORTY NINE, THE MAJORITY OF THESE CONTINUE TO LIVE 
IN REFUGEE CAMPS SUPPORTED BY THE UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AGENCY. 
IT WAS DURING THE NINETEEN FORTY-EIGHT MIDEAST WAR THAT THE 
EGYPTIAN ARMY CROSSED THE INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY FROM SINAI AND 
OCCUPIED THE GAZA STRIP, EGYPT DID NOT ANNEX THE AREA BUT RULED 


IT THROUGH MILITARY GOVERNMENT UNTIL THE NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN 
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MIDEAST WAR WHEN IT WAS CAPTURED BY ISRAEL. SINCE THEN, IT HAS 
BEEN UNDER ISRAELI MILITARY GOVERNMENT. 

ALTHOUGH BOTH THE NORTHERN TIP AND THE SOUTHERN END OF THE 
GAZA STRIP ARE LARGELY COVERED WITH SAND DUNES MOST OF THE 
LAND IS FERTILE AND RICH IN WATER WELLS. THE MAIN ECONOMIC 
ACTIVITIES ARE IN AGRICULTURE, MOSTLY CITRUS GROVES, AND FISHING. 
THERE IS A SMALL SEA PORT AT THE CITY OF GAZA, ISRAEL HAS 
ALREADY ESTABLISHED TWO OF ITS AGRICULTURAL VILLAGES AT THE 
SOUTHERN END OF THE GAZA STRIP AND A THIRD ISRAEL SETTLEMENT 
IS NEARLY COMPLETED. LAST WEEKEND THERE WAS DISCLOSURE OF A 
PLAN TO BUILD A NEW ISRAELI URBAN CENTER NEARBY, ACCORDING TO 
REPORTS, THE NEW CITY IS TO GO UP IN AN AREA OF THIRTY SIX HUNDRED 
ACRES OF GOVERNMENT OWNED SAND DUNES BETWEEN THE GAZA TOWNS OF 
RAFA AND KHAN YUNIS, A FEW KILOMETERS TO THE NORTH OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY WITH SINAI, 

ISRAEL SEES THIS PLAN IS CONFORMING TO ITS UNDERSTANDING OF 
AUTONOMY PROPOSALS FOR THE WEST BANK AND GAZA PALESTINIAN ARABS. 
THOSE PROPOSALS, IN THE ISRAELI VIEW, DO NOT RULE OUT ISRAELI 
SETTLEMENTS IN THOSE AREAS. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE EGYPTIAN POINT 
OF VIEW WAS SPELLED OUT IN A SIX=POINT PLAN SUBMITTED BY EGYPT 
LAST JULY WHICH WAS DISCUSSED DURING THE LEEDS CASTLE CONFERENCE 
BY THE FOREIGN MINISTERS OF EGYPT, ISRAEL AND U,S, SECRETARY OF 
STATE VANCE. ACCORDING TO THAT PLAN, ISRAEL WAS TO ABOLISH ITS 
MILITARY GOVERNMENT IN GAZA AT THE OUTSET OF A FIVE YEAR 
TRANSITIONAL PERIOD DURING WHICH EGYPT WAS TO BE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE SUPERVISION OF THE GAZA STRIP UNTIL THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF AUTONOMY FOR THE RESIDENTS OF THE AREA, 
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